Are patients with multiple sclerosis protected from thrombophlebitis and pulmonary embolism?
To study the incidence of deep venous thrombophlebitis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE) in patients with multiple sclerosis (MS), charts of 228 subjects with multiple sclerosis who constituted 1986 hospital admissions to the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center were reviewed, covering a 3 1/2-year period. The records were investigated for any other hospitalization for deep venous thrombophlebitis and pulmonary embolism. No case of pulmonary embolism or deep venous thrombophlebitis was found. There were over 57,416 non-MS-related admissions during the same interval. Among these patients there were 175 with PE and 258 with DVT. The presence of lower extremity spastic disease may have prevented clotting. This statistically low incidence of thromboembolic events in MS is less than expected, and further studies are warranted.